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Recently, the successful book "The Christmas Shoes" was developed into ascreenplay. It premiered
on Sunday, December 1, 2002 as the CBS Television Network's holiday special Movie of the Week.
The book's author, Cedarville graduate Donna Vanliere, shared with "Update" how God orchestrated
events to create this exciting opportunity.
onna Vanliere never imagined what God would do in her life 13 years after her
graduation from Cedarville University. The former broadcasting and theatre major
authored a New York Times Bestseller, The Christmas Shoes, which was inspired by
the Billboard Adult Contemporary Singles hit, "The Christmas Shoes," by NewSong. Then the book
became a made·for-TV movie, also called "The Christmas Shoes."
"My friend Eddie Carswell, of the group NewSong, told me the premise of a Christmas song he
was thinking of writing and asked if Ithought it would make a great song. Itold him Ithought it
Cedarville grad Donna Vanliere is shown here with cast and crew members would make a great book," said Vanliere.
of the TV movie "The Christmas Shoes," which was based on the book by
Following the discussion with Carswell, Vanliere created an outline for the book and passed it on
ihe same name. And yes, that is Rab Lowe ta the right of Vanliere to a literary agent in New York. At the literary agent's request, Vanliere formulated a manuscript for
Lowe starred in the production.
the agency's partners. Excited about the book, the literary agency contacted production companies
in Los Angeles to try to make the book into a movie.
Vanliere said, "From beginning to end, it was a process that had God's hand all over it. God
From beginning to end, it was a
opened the door to a literary agent that believed in the theme of the book and used the agency to
generate interest from publishers."
process that had Gods hand all
Because of the agency's promotions, Beth Grossbard of Beth Grossbard/Craig Anderson
Productions
received a copy of The Christmas Shoes last year. Grossbard had intended to start
over it. ... I did nothing. ... God
reading what she could of the book over lunch, but she found that when her meal was finished, she
could not put the book down. She read the entire novella in one sitting. Grossbard was so excited
was orchestrating events that I
about The Christmas Shoes that she told her partner, Craig Anderson, about it. Grossbard and
Anderson met with CBS executives to produce a movie version of the book.
wasn't aware of
Vanliere insists that God is the one who made all of this happen. "I did nothing," she said.
"My husband and I had gone to China to bring home our little girl. In the meantime, all these
,.., Donna VanLiere
meetings were taking place, and I didn't know anything about them. Gad was orchestrating events
that Iwasn't aware of."
The Christmas Shoes focuses on Robert, the main character, who is a successful lawyer with all
the material needs and professional accomplishments one could want from life. Robert's workaholic
lifestyle and career focus, however, have almost ruined his marriage and his relationship with his
two daughters.
On the other hand, Nathan, an eight-year-old child, is struggling with the impending loss of his
mother, Maggie, who is dying of cancer. Nathan's family is not wealthy, but they have each other
and are savoring every moment together.
continued on page 4
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• Our students as they travel during
the holiday vacation. Pray that they
will use every opportunity to be
strong witnesses for Christ.
• The Fitness, Recreation, and Health
Center Campaign. Construction
is progressing, and we have a current
need of $5.9 million to complete the
project. To view the building
progress, go to www.cedarville.edu/
webcam/fitrec.
• Our University alumni, faculty, staff,
and friends who are experiencing
physical ailments. Pray that God will
give them strength and peace.

Calendar of Events
December
16 -19 Final Exams

January
14

Instruction Begins

14-16 Winter Enrichment
Conference with
James MacDonald
16

Pastors Summit, 9 a.m.

23-24 Trustee Meetings

Contact

Update

Letter
Annual Fund Office
Attn: Jennifer Cl ingan
251 N. Main Street
Cedarville, OH 45314

Phone
937-766-7801

Fax
937-766-7704

E-mail
annualfund@cedarville.edu

J

\

By:

love what Ido, and I love my
students," saidSandi Harner, a longtime professor of Engli shat Cedarville
University. "Who would have thought that
my spur of the moment decision to come to
Cedarville [as a student] 42 years ago would
come to this?"
Ayear after being saved, Harner met
some Cedarville students at the church she
was attending in Xenia, Ohio. The students
suggested she consider attending Cedarville.
After a campus visit, the Bellbrook, Ohio,
native made the decision to come to
Cedarville College. Fourteen years after her
graduation from Cedarville in 1964, Harner
returned to Cedarville as an adjunct faculty
member. Four years after becoming a fulltime faculty member, she developed the
technical and professional writing program
in 1985 to, as she says, make an "English
major more marketable."
Homer's commitment to her faculty
ministry goes beyond simple preparation for
the classroom. She believes it is important
to be both a teacher and a learner, and
that drove her to join, in 1984, the Society for Technical
Communication (ST(), a professional organization of
20,000 members worldwide. She has since taught
many of her peers in seminar settings, as well as
asked her students to join her in her presentations. Her
passion for teaching and for students learning technical
communication won her the STC's 1997 Jay R. Gould
Award for Excellence in Teaching. She also received the
STC Faculty Internship Grant, was appointed the assistant
to the president for academic and research programs, and
is nowa fellow of STC, a position which STC describes
as "the highest rank that the Society can confer upon a
member."
Recently, Harner became a candidate for second vice
president of STC. If elected, she will become the president
of STC in May 2005. "I want to stay at the top of my
field and have practical application to share with my
students, but I also want to be salt and light, to transform
our culture, and to model Christ, so my involvement is
really a privilege," said Harner.
Homer's work also includes writing. She has coauthored a textbook, Technical Marketing Communication,
which she helped write primarily for use in her own
classes at Cedarville. "This is the only book of its kind

in our field," she explained. "I saw a need for it in our
curriculum, and Iwas given the opportunity to do it. It is
so gratifying when you find your peers using it at other
schools and universities." Harner also has written Sunday
school curriculum and is currently working on a women's
book, titled When God Says Remember. She has taught
a women's Sunday school class at Shawnee Hills Baptist
Church for the past two years.
Her achievements are many, but Harner says she is
most passionate about her teaching and her students.
"By the time they graduate, they are family," she noted.
"Many of them I hear from regularly, and many are
now members of STC in their ownright. I guess you can
say they are my legacy!" It was those same students
who voluntarily wrote to the STC asking them to bestow
the Gould Award on Harner. "That is a highlight of my
profession," shared Harner. "I care about my students
and love what I am doing. If you don't like that, then
you shouldn't be a teacher."
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New Additions to
Facultv tor
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Name: Rachel Marley
Major: Bible and Prelaw
Hometown: Brownsburg, Indiana
Graduation Year: 2004
Cedarville's commitment to God 's Word is one of its most
important qualities. Every day, we hove chapel and
Bible classes, and we are encouraged to have a strong
devotional life. The University openly identifies itself as a

2002-2003
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edarville welcomes 14 professors to the faculty
for the 2002-2003 academic year. Seven of
these (marked by asterisks) are Cedarville graduates:
Nestor Aponte, Ph.D.
*Shannah Campbell, M .A.
Marc Clauson, Ph.D .
*Derrick Green, M.A.
*Andrew Heyd, M .S.
Gregory Martin, M.M.
David Meyer, Ph.D .

school that is dedicated to furthering students' knowledge of Scripture. To me, that makes
Cedarville unique and appealing.

Name: Brianna Raynor
Major: Prelaw
Hometown: Fort Washington,
Maryland
Graduation Year: 2003

Roger O'Neel, Ph.D .
*Jonathan Plush, M.S .
*Elizabeth Shearer, B.S.
*Daniel Stevens, Ph.D.
*T imothy Tuinstra, M .S.
Otis Wright III, Ph.D.
Jintao Xiong, Ph.D.

Electrical Engineering
English
History and Law
Communication Arts
Mathematics
Library Science
Political Science and
International Studies
Church Music
Athletic Training
Physical Education
Christian Education
Electrical Engineering
Mathematics
Electrical and
Computer Engineering

Some look down on Christian colleges and universities
becausethey seemingly do not allow you to exercise your
Christian walk, but I beg to differ. I view Cedarville as a
spiritual boot camp. I havethe rest of my life to be out in the secular world, engaging my culture
with my personal relationship with God. Cedarville facilitates development of my spiritual muscles,
and we are given opportunities to interact with unbelievers through various ministries.

Name: Ryan McCormick
Major: Accounting and Finance
Hometown: Clark Lake, Michigan
Graduation Year: 2004
I am thankful for the opportunities we are given at Cedarville
to learn about our course of study outside the classroom.
Through my internship with Senator Brownback of Kansas,
I learned so much about foreign issues and about the world.
I was in a predominately Christian office only by the grace of God, and I was blessed by this
opportunity. The career services office, especially Jeff Reep, was very helpful. Jeff helped me to get
my resume, my cover letter, and the contacts I needed for this internship.
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On Christmas Eve, Nathan is shopping for his mother's lost Christmas gift, and
Robert is shopping for the family with whom he never spends time. The chance
meeting between Robert and Nathan changes their lives forever and teaches a
crucial life lesson.
Vanliere is excited about being a Christion writer. She explained, "As Christians,
we' re all port of the greatest story every told. Christ's human experience included
joy, laughter, suffering, love, grace, and hope- the some elements that make up
our existence. As a writer, it's my job to put those elements together on paper in
a way that's real for the reader, to bring characters to life that ore believable, not
stereotypes or caricatures."

Changing Alite With Engineering

N

TM (New Tribes Mission) missionaries
Mortin and Gracia Burnham began
serving in the Philippines in 1986. While
celebrating their 18th wedding anniversary at
Dos Polmos Resort off Polowon Island, rebels
from the ASG (Abu Soyyof Group) seized the
Burnhoms along with several other hotel guests.
On June 7, 2002, in a firefight between the ASG
and Philippine forces, Mortin was killed. Gracia
was wounded but was freed.
Gracia recently spoke in chapel. She shored
some of the lessons she learned during her
experience and challenged the student body.

[During our captivity,] most of the time things
were truly not going our way. There were stories
of negotiations that would then fall through.
Irode an emotional roller coaster. Ibegan
looking for someone to blame for my
circumstances. During the tenth week, Idecided
to blame God for the situation.
Before long, Ilearned that blaming God
causes sadness; it causes conviction and
depression. So, Istraightened things out with
God and had to find someone else to blame ...
Ilearned that blaming others brought sadness,
conviction, and depression. This was God's will,
whether / liked it or not.
Iwant to challenge you with this: what are
you good at? Martin's gih was that he was an
excellent pilot. He loved to fly. He used his gift
to further the Kingdom. Instead of working at
making money and living the American dream,
figure out in your hearts what gift God's given
you to further the Kingdom.
To learn more about Mortin and Gracia Burnham,
visit www.ntm.org
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Assistant Professor Jay Kinsinger with members of the engineering team

group of mechanical engineering students were
presented with eight different projects to choose
from for their senior design project. However, the
seniors did not know how significant their choice would
be to 1O·yeor·old Jaclyn Barker and her family.
This particular group of seniors chose to create a
prosthetic arm for Barker, who was born without a right
forearm and longs to play the violin . The challenge for
the engineering students was to create a prosthesis
which could imitate the action of a human wrist,
specifically when playing the violin. The prosthetic also
must be able to adapt to any violin playing style.
"We take for granted how complexa human wrist is
until we have to make one," said Kyle Gerber, a senior
mechanical engineering student from Lander, Wyo.
"It is unbelievable how much you con do with your
wrist, and you never even think about it. This project
has really given me a new appreciation for how
perfectly God created our bodies."
To demonstrate howthe violin is played and to
show the movements the wrist makes during certain

A

pieces, junior violin students Katie Roy and Jamie
Boyd volunteered their ability and time to help the
engineering students. "Katie and Jamie have taught us
the basics about playing the violin to aid in the design
process and are also in the process of establishing
a relationship with Jaclyn in order to smooth the
transition to her new prosthetic," shored Dan Plaatje,
a senior mechanical engineering student from West
Chester, Ohio.
With the information they gained from Roy and
Boyd, the engineering students have created two
different designs. One design is what Gerber calls a
"four bar linkage," which works on the principle that
each of the links ore rigid and do not need to bend.
The second is a hydraulic design, which uses hydraulic
cylinders to change the angle of the wrist.
"This project is more than just designing a bridge or
a building," said Gerber. "We will be able to change a
little girl's life using engineering- that's something I
think will be very rewording."

Web Site Information
Want to give a gift online? Visit our W eb site at www.cedarville.edu.
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Gift Planning
Satisfied with Simple Gilt Plan
by Nathan Elder
have strong familyties to Cedarville University. My beloved late wife, Hazel Edwards Elder,
graduated from Cedarville in 1924. Almost a dozen of my family members have benefited
from a Cedarville education. We have enjoyed supporting the growth of this exceptional
Christian institution over the years.
Hazel and Iestablished our first Cedarville University gift annuity in 1992. We liked the idea
of helping a good cause while creating a steady source of income. We were happy to find that
the payout rate was greater than many of our other investments. We felt secure knowing that the
annuity payments were backed by the assets of the University, and the significant tax savings were
a welcomed benefit.
I have been so satisfied with this simple giving arrangement that I have encouraged my friends to
support Cedarville in the same way.

I

Couple Finds the "Right Answer"
to Market Woes
by Dave Bartlett, Director of Gift Planning
couple recently came into our office, ages 87 and
85, and explained that they had lost a considerable
percentage of the value of their investment
accounts during the last year. He said, "I'm tired of looking
at the statements every month and watching the numbers go
down. I would like to do something to stop the loss and take
away the worry." After a short discussion, they decided that
a two-life charitable gift annuity would be the answer to their
concerns.
The two-life gift annuity, at their ages, created a fixed
annual payment of nine percent of the gift amount. They will
receive monthly payments throughout both of their lifetimes.
About three-fourths of the annuity payment will be tax-free to
them for the next nine years. They also received a charitable
income tax deduction of slightly less than one-half of the gift
amount which can be used over the next several years.
All of these benefits were in addition to the original goal of relieving the
worry created by the instability of the investment market.
We drove to their investment broker's office together to arrange for the
transfer of funds into the gift annuity. We explained all of the benefits of the

A

charitable gift annuity to the broker and he said, "You won't get that good of a
deal here. I have heard the phrase 'stop the bleeding' from my clients more in
the last six months than at any time before. It looks like you've found the right
answer to this problem."

ACedarville Gitt Annuitv Provides Stable Income
in an Unstable Economv
by Kim Longo,

Development Officer, Gift Planning

he past 12 to 18 months have
been very difficult for the average
American investor. The doubledigit investment gains that we all came
to expect in the last half of the 1990s
have been replaced by double-digit losses.
You, like many others, may be evaluating
whether to exit the market to avoid
further loss inthe value of your investment
principal. But how do you create a stable
income stream without assuming further
risk? I have some good news for you.
There is a way.
The stability of a charitable gift annuity was often overlooked in favor of the
higher risk/ return equity investments of the last decade. While the return from
most other income-producing arrangements has now been severely reduced,
charitable gift annuity rates for senior ages have not decreased in the last four
years. As Iwrite this article, the average five-year CD rate in the U.S. is 3.28
percent. By comparison, a Cedarville University charitable gift annuity would
pay seven percent to a husband and wife, if both are 75 years of age. Annuity
income is received as long as either spouse is living.
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Acharitable gift annuity creates a gift-year income tax deduction for the
donor. In addition, a majority of the annuity income is received tax-free. This
double benefit increases the overall after-tax return. The donor also enjoys a
partial avoidance of capital gains tax if a gift annuity is funded with appreciated
assets. Agift annuity combines the satisfaction of making a charitable gift
today with the certainty of partially tax-free income payments tomorrow.
ACedarville University charitable gift annuity can be the ideal way to remove
riskfrom your porlfolio. It would be our pleasure to provide you with a detailed
analysis of the benefits of a Cedarville University charitable gift annuity. Please
call Dave Bartlett or KimLongo for more information.

Contact the Office of
Gift Planning
Office of
Gift Planning
Cedarville University
251 N. Main Street
Cedarville, OH 45314
giftplanning@cedarville.edu

l-800-766-l l l 5
Dave Bartlett or
Kim Longo

l-937-766 -7628

